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Tasha Zappala. asinger-songwriter quality musicto audiences in regional settings.
from Queensland, is returning to “Regional festivals are especially important in
play her third Bendigo Blues & Australia because we are so far away from each
Roots Music Festival in November. other and the rest of the world,” she said.

“They create an environment that allows the

But before that, she will return to the city to community to let go of social barriers and
give punters a preview of her own brand of make lasting connections with each other,
post-folk blues for the Winter Showcase at the ~ artists and the unexpected.

Golden Vine Hotel.

“Tt takes people on a journey that allows them

Growing up in north Queensland gave Zappala to be inspired, step outside of the everyday

an appreciation of the importance of bringing  and to discover unknown possibilities.”
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Cameron James Henderson’s musical journey is a mix of the
expected (“listening to my Dad’s record collection of Cream,
John Lee Hooker and Jimi Hendrix had a big impact.”) and the
less expected (an honours degree in classical guitar, and the
aforementioned shoe shop gig arrangement).

The young blues man from Pitt Town, an hour north west
of Sydney, who has Chicago and Phoenix gigs under his belt
already in 2017, is on his fourth visit to Bendigo for the
Winter Showcase.

“People genuinely love music in Bendigo and are so
encouraging and hospitable to artists coming through.”

He has two CDs to his name, Distorted Hope Blues and Storm Rollin’
In, and a third with his Dubious Blues Trio side project, who he
describes as “an instrumental psychedelic surfjazz band”.

Cameron James Henderson’s journey was determined at a
young age: “In early high school my mate had an electric guitar
and once I played that I decided that’s all I wanted to do from
thenon.”



THE BARREN
SPINSTERS

BB&RMF 2016 was the Barren
Spinsters’ first Bendigo visit.
Front man Brendon Houlahan
enjoyed the experience.

“As a punter - I loved walking the streets,
the town felt so alive,” he said. “The Tram
Depot were kind enough to put us up for the
weekend. They have a whole shed full of
Trams (as you’d expect). It was awesome, I
felt like a big kid. I love Bendigo.”

The Barren Spinsters are back for the Winter

Programming for the Festivalin November is
underway, and by the time you’re reading this we
will have announced the bulk of our artist line-up
forthis year. We can’t wait to share more news
about the Festival proper in due course but, in the
meantime, there’s plenty to talk about and plenty
of great music events to be enjoyed.

Our Winter Showcase/Fundraiser at the Golden
Vine Hotelis another monster with 16 quality
acts playing across two stages on Sunday

16 July. The Blues Tram has a great roster of
acts playing for the rest of the year and we’re
currently considering whether to go monthly in
2018 - based on recent levels of popularity. For
the detailed program, and to buy tickets to ride
The Blues Tram, please visit Bendigo Tourism’s
website: www.bendigotourism.com/tours/
bendigo-cbd/bendigo-blues-tram.

The Old Church on the Hillin Quarry Hill continues
to host some of our favourite singer-songwriters -

BY SIMON WOOLDRIDGE

Showcase at the Golden Vine, two other local

gigs that same weekend, and are confirmed
for BB&RMF 2017.

There might only be two of them — Brendon
has recently been joined by new drummer
Matt Tennant — but they pack a punch with
their big bluesy-rock sound.

In the eight months or so since their last visit

they’ve been busy working on new material

— much of which will debuted at the Golden

Vine. “One of the tracks is a 15-minute medley

of at least seven songs,” Brendon said. “If
we’re not collapsing off stage at the end of
our set, we’re not doing it properly.”

both local and touring. These concerts, specifically
staged for discerning ‘listening’ audiences, are

run on a semi-regular basis for now; sometimes
monthly, sometimes more often!

Be sure to also check out what’s coming up at
Ulumbarra and The Capital as well.

Please visit the ‘Events’ tab on our website
and subscribe to our mailing list to be kept

in the loop with BB&RMF partnered and
endorsed gigs. We’re very lucky to have such
great theatre venues in Bendigo who provide
arich and diverse program of events all year
round. With so much quality live music to be
enjoyed on a weekly basis, central Victoria
really is the place to be. But as the saying
goes though: ‘use it or lose it’. Please keep
supporting venues who host bands and artists
onaregular basis, so that Bendigo continues
to have a live music scene that is the envy of
other regional centres. It’s easy to follow our
Facebook and other social media pages and
get timely information about Blues & Roots
gigs happening in the Greater Bendigo area,
so jump online and get in the know.

SOME
UPCOMING
HIGHLIGHTS

Keep in touch with
everything BB&RMF
BENDIGOBLUESANDROOTS
.COM.AU/EVENTS

OUR SPONSORS
CREATIVEVORIA "3}\ ?B‘” ﬁ’s’f”” m:m
Bendigo
TAFE

© Bendigo Bank
Bigger than a bank

il
ACCOMMODATING

HEORE

Mok o Copitosss
/-~ SCINEMA J Mm
'%f%}» QPicrsey Core ﬁfﬁ(

R&J
G, Do BOOSTER

Entertainment

:? LA TROBE

L. UNIVERSITY

Federal Member for Bendigo

LISA CHESTERS w



