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In her song, Walk the Road,
young singer-songwriter
Girl on the Hill poses the
question: “Why run away
when you have everything
to live for?”

It's a question that quickly sets a tone of

maturity in her music, and emphatically

declares this singer-songwriter’s willingness
to confront the world-weariness of her

subjects. Such themes in song writing are not
unusual in themselves, but consider that Girl

ontheHillis barely ateenagerand the power
of this songwriter becomes more striking.

Audiences at the Bendigo Blues & Roots
Music Festival will have the opportunity

to catch Girl on the Hill, a stage name of
13-year-old Sadie Mustoe, at three Festival
shows. This precocious performer has
already won awards for her song writing and
released a full-length album, which will be
showcased over the weekend at The Engine
Room on Friday, the Bendigo Art Gallery late
on Saturday morning and at the Bendigo
Club on Sunday.
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Thisyear’s Festival again sees that talented cohort
of young central Victorians taking the stage at
venues across Bendigo. Graciana Holland, Steph
Bitter, Sherri Parry, William Alexander, the Watts
brothers (Seed), Charlie Bedford, Rhiannon
Simpson, Bill Barber, Sean Nudl (Animal Time) and
the Rhyley McGrath Band will play a range of blues,
folkand rock numbers over the weekend.

Catch them now, and remind your friends in five
years' time where you saw them first.
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ERICA HAWKEY BAND

Erica Hawkey’s
songs are an eclectic
mix of blues, funk,
jazz and soul.

Ericastudied musicin Melbourne,

and fronted her own original funk bands,
40-piece swing bands, and various jazzand
acoustic ensembles.

Re-establishing herselfin Bendigo, Erica
discovered fellow music graduate David Turpie
had also relocated to Bendigo. Having played

Our team have worked tirelessly all year to
pack as much punchas possible into the 4-day
program, including 140 acts performing at 50
venues over the weekend.

We're honoured to have Australian music
legend Shane Howard headlining our Main
EventatUlumbarra onSaturday11 November,
withsupport from Arnhem Land’s Yirrmal,
alongwith the mighty Hat Fitz & Cara.

The Capital Theatre on the Friday plays host
to Summer Gumbo-a unique opportunity to
enjoy Terry ‘Harmonica’ Bean (USA), along
with JulesBoult & The Redeemersand Iseula
Hingano, withan opening set fromthe
incredible Three Kings.

TheFestivalwraps up again thisyearat The
Metro in Bull Street, with a ticketed after party
that's not to be missed. Before then though,
thereareall theusualvenuesand artists to
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in bands togetherin Melbourne, itwas an
easy fit- this time though David exchanging
drums kit for guitar. Colin Thompson (drums),
and Ben Carr (bass) make up the band.

Erica loves writing her original music for

the group - song writing her way of telling a
story over the canvas of a bluesy funk
inspired backdrop. “The joy that then comes
with performing is highly addictive!” she says.

The Erica Hawkey Band play three times
at BB&RMF 2017. An energetic live act
-not tobemissed.

be enjoyed. We continue to bring a strong
contingent of artists fromall over Australia, as
wellasafewinternationals. You're bound to
find some new favourites among them. With
around 60 acts who've not played Bendigo
before, letalone our Festival, we’re confident
you'll find thisyear’s program as fresh and
exciting asanywe've staged before.

Please be sure to check outas manyvenues as
possible-and don’t forget to support venues
who support live music, all year round. A
vibrant live musicscene counts on more than
venues, promoters, bands and artists, it needs
your supportand involvement. So get out
amongstit.

Inthe meantime, please check out our program
and coveras much ground as possible over
theweekend. Reward yourselfwith as many
magical musical momentsasyou can. Whether
you prefera quiet, acoustic performancein
Bendigo’sfamousart gallery, ora gospel choir
sing-along at The Old ChurchontheHill,a
family friendly concertin the park, workshops,
openmicsor pub gigs-we'vetruly got
something for everyone at this year’s Festival.

LOOKING
FORWARD TO
THIS YEAR’S
FESTIVAL
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