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The feedback we've received, from
punters, participating venues, and
the musicians who took part, has
been overwhelmingly positive (see
overleaf for some examples). We look
forward to continuing toworkwith all
of our partners, sponsors and in-kind
supporters from lastyear, not to
mention so many brilliantly talented
musicians and the volunteers who
made BB &RMF in the first place.

Asfaras2012's Festival goes, you

can look forward to official line-up
announcements laterin the year, but
be assured, the programwill again

be asoutstandingasitwaslastyear,
only more various and with even
more familiar names involved. But for
now, please mark down the second
weekend in Novemberinyour diary or
calendar (Nov 8th, 9th, 10th & 11th)
as that's when Bendigo Blues & Roots
Music Festival #2 will take place,

with another all-day, family-friendly,
free-entry concert as the centrepiece
tothe program, this time to be staged
in Civic Gardens adjacent to Bendigo's
magnificent Town Hall!

Inthe meantime:

Saturday April 14th will see the
Rifle Brigade Hotel (137 View Street
Bendigo) host the first BB & RMF

Congratulationstoyou
andyourtireless crew for
hosting afantastic weekend
andevents prior forthe 1st
BendigoBlues & Roots Music
Festival. hopethisis thefirst
of manymare...

Julie Gardner

Spentmost of Saturdayin the
intermittent rainin Rosalind Park,
(aftersneaking home to pickup my
umbrella). Worth everyraindropto
hearawonderful array of talented
musicians. Congratulationstothe
organisers; looking forward to
nextyear.

Ken Rookes

Showcase event for 2012, with

15 acts performing from 12pm
till8pm. There will be a stage and
afantabulous barsetupinthe
temporarily converted carpark
beyond the beergarden, with a
massive help from our good friends
at Bendigo Beer. Performancesin
the AlFrescoareainfront of the pub
at the top end of View Street, will
further enhance the atmospherein
Bendigo's Arts Precinct during the
afternoon. Anamazing array of local
andvisiting talentis yours to enjoy for
ameasly cover charge of $10. Ifyou
wish to donate furtherto the cause
of supporting BB & RMF 2012, there
will be araffleand our handsome
merchandise will be available to
purchase, soyou can take homea
souveniror two!

Bull Street will again host a Blues &
Roots Showcase concert on Easter
Saturday afternoon (April 7th, 2pm
till 6pm), featuring: Bones Blackwood,
MTB, Blues Mountain and Cold Snap.
The same site will host a cruisy-bluesy
“Chill Out” recovery session on Easter
Monday (April 9th, 1pm till 5pm),
featuring the talents of Talisa Jobe,
Luke Owens, The Jefferson Smith
Band and The Old Buzzard Medicine
Show. Ahuge thanks to the Metro/
Puggs Irish Bar for keeping this great
Eastertradition alive

There's also the “Turning Music Into
Gold” Mini-Fest at the Goldmines Hotel
from 1pm till 6pm on Easter Sunday
-and - Happy Jack's Hootenanny at
Happy Jack’s Reserve in Lockwood
South, with live music from 1pmtill
8pm on Saturday April 28th. So April

Fantasticweekend. Well
donetoallinvolved.lhada
greattime and can'twait for
nextyears “bluestram”!
Ohyeah! Gold dustlounge
was awesome! Fantastic
Lloyd Spiegel. Saynomore.

Lisa Roulston Croft
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ARTIST PROFILE BY
BEN CAMERON

Mike Elringtonisluckilyatalented
recordingartist. Fortunate because
onedaymanyyearsagoin South
CentralLosAngeles,abunchafhis
own (Ds probably saved hislife. But
moreonthatlater.

Forthe manknown for hisblistering
guitarwork, gut-wrenching pipes
andinventive word-smithery, the
30-year-old's love formusic, like
many of hisgeneration, Elrington’s
love of music beganwith 80s
hitmakers Dire Straits.

“Ifirstgotinvolvedinmusicasa
threeyear-old kidwhenheard

ri

‘Money For Nothing’“Elrington
remembers.

“lloved the sound of aguitarso
muchlbegged myfolkstoturn
my make-believe guitar,asquash
racquet,intoareal guitar.

is shaping up asahuge month for fans
of home-grown, grass-roots, music
events... getamangstit!

For blues performers of allages and
experience levels, don't forget the
Bendigo Blues Club Jam Session, held
the first Saturday of every month

from 2pminthe beergardenat the
Newmarket Hotel; for a fun play and/or
anenjoyablelisten!

Drop us aline:
bendigoblues@gmail.com

Visit our website:
www.bendigobluesandroots.com.au

@ facebook.com/bendigobluesroots

B myspace.com/bendigobluesandroots

youtube.com/user/BendigoBluesRoots

“Unfortunatelyldidn'tgetthat
real guitaruntillwas 11andthen
gotsome lessonsinmylastyear of
primaryschoolinAdelaide.

“Musicbecame mymainfocusinlife
afterrealising | couldn't play NBA
basketball orbean Olympiclevel
rower forAustralia. “Italsofeltmuch
better beingamusicianas opposed
anathlete.”

Thedecisiontoreplace theracquet
withaguitarborefruityears|later
when hewon the High School Battle
ofthe Bands competitionin 1999, at
Marryatville High SchoolinAdelaide,
before graduating toAdelaide’s
premier live musicvenue, The
Governor Hindmarsh Hotel, where
he supported manyalocaland
interstate bluesand rootsacts.

Continued overleaf

Besuretocheckoutwhat'sonatthe
venueswho supportgreat live musicon
aweekly basis. These gutsy businesses
are the lifeblood of the live music scene
andtheydeserve YOUR support!!

Thanks again for picking up our
Bluesletter foraread. Please do
visitourwebsite and join our email
list if youwish to receive updates on
upcoming BB & RMF related events:
www.bendigobluesandroots.com
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Avearlater he moved to Melbourne,
andrecorded hisdebutsoloalbum
TooGood tobeTrue, amixof Blues,
Rockand Pop, overseenbyARIAaward
winning producer, Peter “Reggie”
Bowman.

It'sapartnership thathas endured,
and opened the door for Elrington
toestablish himselfinthe Australian
independent blues scene.

“Reggie hasbeenanabsolute dream
toworkwith overthe lasteightyears,”
Elrington says. “Everytime lworkwith
himIfeellike he makes me just that
little bit betteratwhat|doasanartist.

“Hehasanastuteabilitytogettothe
heartofwhattheartististryingtosay
andthen capturesitall sohonestlyin
terms of his production presentation.

“Heis one of few producers outthere
thathastotal faith, confidenceand
commitmenttoallthe artists he
workswith, no matterwhat genre or
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personality. “He just ‘gets'it.”

Elringtonwentontacomplete hisfirst
tourofthe USin 2005, headlininga
sold-outshowattheawardwinning
Biscuits &Bluesin San Francisco, while
San Francisca's Blues Revue Magazine
lavished the praise, sayinghewasone
ofthe most exciting acts to come out of
Australiainyears.

“|have toured the US three times now
and have learntmoreand more each
timelgo,”Elrington says.

“Iguess because the nature of touring
overthereisquiteintenseand
arduous, itreally taught me howto
workextra hard onthe road without
the comforts of beingathome.

“Inacountrylike the statesyou really
havetothinkonyourfeetandadapt
quickly..likewhenyourunoutofgasin

“Truestory!kidyou not!”

SafelybackhomeinAustralia, Elrington
has becomeafamiliarface around
Bendigo's music haunts.

“lamaregularvisitorto Bendigoand
probably playthere one ortwotimes
eachmonth,”hesays.

“lenjoythelaid back nature of itand
especiallylove the Basement Bar, that
placeislikeahome away fromhome
forme.”

Elringtonwasalsoafestival favourite
attheinaugural Bendigo Blues &Raots
Music Festivalin November lastyear.

“It'sgreattosee regional towns getting
behind blues/roots musicand putting
festivals onforit,” he said.
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Compton, South Central LosAngeles, ~ MikeElrington playsthenRifle Brigade
and have togive away (Ds toarmed forthe Bendigo Blues & Roots Music
gangsters. Festival showcase onApril 14.
Lastweekend | travelled Worthtaking every hitfrom Iwasalsoblownaway Wewilldefinitelybe back.

from Sydney to experience
thefirst festival. This festival
will become a real drawcard
tomusic lovers like myself
looking forabluesyweekend
away from home. I'll be back
nextyear!

Sarah Allen

therain.Agreat showcase of
music forthe afternoon. Every
performer brought something
uniqueand special. Great job
toColinand crew putting the
inaugural BB&RF together
and creating an outlet forthe
creative and talented musos.

Ken Richie

bythe overall Spiritand
enthusiasm shown by
artistsand audiencesalike.
Tome, thewhole townwas
buzzingwith positive vibes
forthewhole 3daysofthe
Festival

MarcLeon

We head uptothe Byron Bay
BluesFestivalannuallyand
BluesfesteveryEaster. We

planondoingthe sameeach

yearinBendigo. Greattohave
afestivalthatcelebratesthe
localBluesscene.

Rachel Mines Smith

Withsuchahugeeventto
coordinatelthinkeveryone
involved did anincredible job
and the festival spirit was
certainlyaliveand well.lwas
made tofeel verywelcome
andthe audienceswere
fabuloustoo..

Geoff Achison

A great debut!

MICK GRIFFIN

From Thursday's launch party held
atthe Gold Dust Lounge, right
through to Sunday evening, our city
was ringing with glorious music, and
whileadhering tothe blues and roots
label, it encompassed adeliciously
overwhelmingarray of musical styles.

Try this on for musical diversity: we
experienced the rusticacoustic blues
of Archer, Dave Diprose and Alawishus
Jones, explosive hard edged rockand
blues fromthe likes of the Black Aces,
Jackson Firebird, the Andrew Higgs
Band, Soundhole and the Vagrants, soul
fans had their appetites sated by class

acts, Josh Owen and Taylor Sheridan,
while those seeking some exquisitely
folktinged material were treated to
sublime performances fromAlannaand
Alicia Egan and Michelle Meehan.

Attracting big name acts onthe blues
and roots scene such as Geoff Achison,
Lloyd Spiegel, Pete Cornelius and the
Devilles, the Andrea MarrBand, Jungal,
Nick Barker and Shaun Kirkwas a mighty
accomplishment foranyfestival inits
firstyear, and speaks volumes for the
faiththatis beinginvested by elite
performersinthe future of Bendigo's
very own music festival.

While there was rain for Saturday's
show-piece concertinRosalind Park,
itdid nothing to dampen the spirits

of musical die-hards wha rapturously
enjoyed aseamlessly run event. Class
acts,agreat sound, lots of smiling faces
and agenuine sense of communal
energy saw the concert exceed all
expectations.

Forme, the real beauty of an event such
asthisis the breaking down of musical
boundaries and live music being laid
outforthose thatare unaware, or
previously uninformed, as towhat is so
readilyavailable tothem.

It's a beautiful thing to see fans of music
styles far removed from the blues and
roots scene attend gigs throughout the
festival and rave excitably about new
musical finds.

Personal highlights for this reviewer
include Sweet Baby James and Rob
Eyers from Adelaide, regular Bendigo
visitor raucous Bones Blackwood,

the gorgeousAlannaandAlicia

Egan, Genevieve Chadwick, whose
performance styleis pure dynamite,
that freakish force of nature Shaun Kirk
andtheincomparable queen of the
blues, Andrea Marr.

Can'twaittodoitallagainin November
201e2!
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