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Anotherincredibly talent-filled line-up
isassured, featuring approximately 80
acts, spread across roughly 20 great
venuesinand around town, over the
fourday program. The main event of
the festival will again be an all-day,
family-friendly, free-entry concert on
Saturday November 10th featuring
16greatacts (and other attractions)
and will be held at Civic Gardens
surrounding and incorporating our
magnificent Town Hall.

Of course there will be another strong
contingent of some of Australia’s finest
Blues & Roots practitionersvisiting the
region to performat thisyear'sBB&
RMF (Dallas Frasca, Jimi Hocking, Josh
Owen, Sal Kimber &The Rollin’ Wheel,
Archer, Abbie Cardwell, Ash Davies,
Stringybark McDowell, Genevieve
Chadwick-to name just a handful). The
festival will again proudly feature many
of the brilliant Central Victoria-based
acts, who hunger for the opportunity
tohave theirtalent showcasedinan
eventsuchas this.

One of the most rewarding by-
products of putting this festival and its
supporting events together, has been
the opportunity toshinealighton just
some of theincredible talent pool that
exists right under our noses herein
CentralVictoria.

The supporting events | speak of have

Drop us a line:
bendigoblues@gmail.com

Visit our website:
www.bendigobluesandroots.com.au

beenanintegral part of getting

the festival off the ground -in more
ways than one. The fundraiser/
showcase events we've staged at
various venues over the course of

the last twoyears have served to not
onlyraise capital and show potential
supporters thatwe're serious

about thisendeavour, they've also
helped us to build a following fora
festival that reallyis inits absolute
infancy. It's allowed us to build the
kind of momentum and awareness

of whatwe're doing that wouldn't
have been possible if we'd stuck

to staging nothing but the festival
itself. It'salso been brilliant to see

so many performers come out of

the woodwork over the last couple
years-young, old and in between -
who otherwise might have kept their
talent hidden. Itsalso been exciting to
seeadramaticincreasein the number
of people whao've been reminded of
the funto be had just by witnessing
live music first-hand again. There
arealotofindividualsand groupsin
Bendigo right now doing their part to
help get the live music scene jumping
againandtoensureit's something
future generations canenjoy as

well. 'mvery proud of the group that's
behind the Bendigo Blues & Roots
Music Festival and what we've been
ableto contribute to that effort so far
-and we're just getting started. Keep
an eye out for the various Showcases
and partnered eventswhich are staged
all-year round at one venue or another
by BB & RMF's committee, support crew
and partners.

Thereis stillalot moreisin store for
2012, not only for the festival itself, but
with numerous other events we are
stagingin the lead-up to November...

@ facebook.com/bendigobluesroots
o twitter.com/bendigoblues
B myspace.com/bendigobluesandroots

youtube.com/user/BendigoBluesRoots
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Archer

ARTIST PROFILE BY
MICK GRIFFIN

Rusticbluesman, Archerisaman
offewwords, preferringtoleave
his unpretentious take on pre-war
countrybluesas his main means of
expression.

Alargelyselftaught musician,
Archerdeveloped his love of old
countrymusicthrough listening
tohisgrandfather's extensive
record collection. Archerrecalls his
oldmanasanoddold bloke who
owned some greatrecords.Asakid,
the sounds of JimmyRodgers, Tex
Morton, LeadbellyandAustralia’s
yodelling sweetheart ShirleyThom's
captured hisimagination.

Whenasked about histakeon
lastyear's Bendigo Blues &Roats
Festival, Archer had thisto say.

The next fundraiser/showcase event
will take place at the Newmarket Hotel
on Sunday September 2nd and be
another multi-band bonanzal This one

will be a little more “rockin™ than our
previous events of 2012.

One of the most exciting additions to
this year's festival will be the “Blues
Tram”-see more below fromBB &
RMF Treasurer, Julius Porlai, who

is chief organiser of this particular
initiative. Not content to wait until
the festivalin Novemberto launch the
Blues Tram, we are going to runtwo

“The Bluesis good for peaple. Seeing
pubs jumpin’and people havinga
seriouslygood time...thathastobe
arealgoodthing.™

Atypical Archer performance
isanauthenticand genuine
representation of asimple music
fromanathertime, which uniquely
articulatesaheartfeltexpression
ofthe human conditioninallits
extremes.

“lgotmeabandthesedays...the
Long Gone Daddies " declared
Archerduringourchat.

Sowhatdid he have totellmeabout
the band? “Well, theywantwomen...
andtheyaren'ttoofussy™

Saturday afternoonrides, featuring
some of the best Blues/Roots acts you
could hopetoenjoyatclose range, on
September 22nd and October 27th.
Please check our website at: www.
bendigobluesandroots.com.auand
find us on facebook at: www.facebook.
com/bendigobluesroots for further
updates and full details of the above
mentioned shows as the line-ups are
announced in due course. Ticketing
information will also be available
viaour website and facebook page
respectively.
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ALANNA & ALICIA EGAN

ARTIST PROFILE BY
BEN CAMERON

BendigosingingsiblingsAlannaand
AliciaEgan’sfolkmusic hasbeen
openingalotofdoorsoflate, most
belongingtorelative strangers.

Bankrolled byanArts VictoriaTouring
Grant, TheEgans have justwrapped
upanationaltour, takinginfestivals
allacross the country,and neverones
toavoid something new, that tour
involved the girls playinga series of
“house concerts” forthefirsttime.

“You're basically playingin somebady’s

house,” Alannasays. “It'sour newthing.

“The ownersusually have a base of
folkloving friends...it's bringing the
folkright backwhereitstarted from, in
people’s houses.

“Thenafteryou juststayinthe house...
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we playedinsome beautiful houses
outinthe country.”

They'llalsobe playingagrand old
building nextmonth, Goldmines, allin
the name of aheady concaction of beer,
bluesand plentyof grub.

Inshort, the Bendigo Blues &Roots
Music Festivalis teamingupwith the
boys from Bendigo Beerand Festival of
Lambtopresent: Ewes, Brews, Stews
&Blues, adelicious mixof music, craft
beersandlambstewsand recipes,
frommiddayon July2e.

BendigoBeer’s JustinMcPhail said the
eventwould bethe perfect blend for
foodiesand musos.

“Festivalof Lambisagreatevent
showcasing some of ourlocal

producers finest produce,” he said.

“Asaresult, Bendigo Beerwas
approachedto continue thatapproach
inregardstolocal craft beers.

“We love supporting the most local,and
therefore freshest, hand crafted beers.

“Goldmines Hotel are one of our
biggest supporterswithonlylocal beer
ontap, soit'sagood fit,and especially
greattohavetheBendigoBlues&
Roats MusicFestivallinkedin tog, aswe
allknowthatlamb stews, craftbrews
andearthybluesgosowelltogether!”

The Ewes, Brews, Stews &Bluesison
Saturday July 22 at Goldmines Hotel
frommidday. The Egans sisters play The
Palaison June8.

g&A: JACOB MCGUFFIE ' sewcameon

Howwouldyou describe the pastyear
withtheVampireKillersinoneortwo
sentences?We've spent hundreds of
oursinavan, eaten lots of truck stop
burgers, released analbumthatwastwo
yearsinthe making, done some great
supportgigs hadwaytoo muchfun.

What's been the highlight of that
period, andwhy? Releasing our debut
albumwasaprettybiglandmarkforthe
band.Ittooktwoyearstogetitoutand
we're stoked with thefinal product.

Did you experiencea “pinchme”
momentduring thistime?ie meeting
amusichero, playinga particular gig
etcPlayingtoasold out Palace Theatre
whenwe opened for The Mars Voltawas
prettyamazing. Afterthegiglspoke
totheirbass player, JuanAlderete, for
anhourabout bassesand everything
he'sdoneincluding histimeinRacerX
with Paul Gilbert (MrBig)... ftwas pretty
bizarre!

Why didyouaccept tobe part of the July
showcase? Whyis the BendigoBlues
&Roots MusicFestival soimportant
tothecity? Thefestivalisagreatway
toshowcase some of the great music
thatishappeningintheregion. ltalso
gives people of Bendigoachanceto
experienceartists fromout of town
thattheywouldn'totherwisegeta
chancetosee.lwasgivenalotofgreat
opportunities growing up playing music
inBendigo sol'malways keentocome
backand haveaplay.

What doyoulike about the festival
partneringupwith Bendigo Beer and
theFestival of Lamb? | thinkit'sagreat

interests, thethreethingsgohandin
hand.

What'syour favourite tippleand why?
Atthe moment I've beenenjoying cider
of boththe apple and pear varieties.
There'slots of great ciders popping up,
Ireallylike the 2 Brothers Gypsy Pear
Cider. One of myfavourite foods of all
timewould havetobeawell cooked Osso
Bucco, it'sgotallthe goodness of meat
with justtherightamount of awesome.

Whatwouldyouratherbe:abrew, stew,
eweoraBlue,andwhy?ABlue, that
way | could still enjoy the Brew, Stewand
theEwe.

Ifyouhadthehousetoyourself and
youwanted to match one CD, withone
beverageand onedish, whatwould it
beandwhy? Right nowitwould be Ryan
Adams latestalbum‘AshesandFire,a
decent ShirazandalambRoast. Buthey,
asifl'd cookaroast formyself.

Ifyou could nominate three people,
whowouldyousay makesupthe
“engineroom"” of Bendigo music,
iemaking things happen, and why?
There'salotofgreat people doing great
things for Bendigo's musicscene at the
moment butiflhad tosingle people out
I'd say ColinThompsonand the Bendigo
Blues and Roots committee, DonWebb
forallhisworkthe the biannual ‘Gigfest’
andAlbert'Skip’ Skipper forencouraging
young people todeveloptheirtalents
and getinvolvedwith the music
community.

Whatareyour plans for therest of
2012?I'm heading backinto the studio

BLUES TRAMS

Anewwaytoenjoythe2012Bendigo
Bluesand Roots Music Festival will
bethe “Blues Trams". Twofirst class
performers ontwo historicBendigo
trams. Youwill enjoyarelaxed
gourmet buffet meal atthe Central
Deborah Goldmine, travel through
thestreets of beautiful Bendigo
whilelistening to some of the best
bluesand roots musicyourlikelyto
hearanywhere. Takinga pit-stop,
tochange trams at the historic
“JossHouse”, relaxand enjoyyour
desserts, thenbackonboardfora
musicfilled trip backto the Central
Deborah Goldmine.

Picture, ifyouwill,a close encounter
withtheinfectiously rowdyBones
Blackwood or StringybarkMcDowell,
asyou slowlyride the rails through
theViennaof Victoria. Tickets will
beonsale soonforFriday the
9th,Saturdaythe 10thand Sunday
the 11th November.

The cost ?Abargainat $65 perhead
fordinner, showandan experience
youwon'tsoonforget.. priceless!!!.

Laissezles Bon Ton Roulet
Dr. Jules

album. ltwill be available through
Melbourne’s Newmarket Records by
thetimethe festival rollsaroundin
November. The FearlessVampireKillers
arealsorecordingin the nextfewweeks
toreleaseanother 7" vinylthatwe're

Photos by Mick Griffin

ideatoinvolve peoplewith different veryshartlytofinishmydebutsolo veryexcited about.
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